


Pioneers

The JLL has been actively seeking
and publishing the accounts of
individuals who were involved in
some pioneering studies.
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Sir John Crofton, who celebrated his
96th birthday in 2008, has provided

an account of what it was like being
at the clinical front line during

the MRC trial of streptomycin for
pulmonary tuberculosis.

Guy Scadding has supplied details
of the sulphonamides trials that he
conducted in the early 1940s.

Philip D’Arcy Hart told us about the
steps he and his colleagues had taken
to conceal the treatment allocation

schedule in the MRC trial of patulin.

Richard Doll wrote about the
introduction of randomized factorial

trials.

William Silverman provided an
account of the crucial importance
of controlled trials in the chequered
history of innovation in neonatal

medicine.

Peter Elwood recorded the origins of
the first controlled trial of aspirin to
prevent cardiovascular disease and
how it led to one of the earliest meta-

analyses in medicine.

Milos Jenicek has provided an account
of how he came to write (in French)
the first book on systematic reviews

and meta-analysis in medicine.

Epidemiology

Over the next few years, we plan to
develop a new section of the Library
to promote wider understand-

ing of the evolution of ideas and
methods used in epidemiological
research, incorporating reproduc-
tions of original papers representing
milestones, together with related
commentaries. Professor Alfredo
Morabia, the author of A history

of epidemiologic ideas and concepts
published by Birkhduser in 2004, has
collected and structured a substantial
amount of basic material and we are
currently seeking resources to sup-
port this further development of the
James Lind Library.

Offline

Because of the general interest of the
material published in the James Lind

Library, several journals, including

the Journal of the Royal College
of Physicians of Edinburgh, have
republished articles commissioned
originally for the JLL. The Journal
of the Royal Society of Medicine,
for example, has been republishing

JLL commentaries every month since

October 2005.

Professor Alfredo Morabia

The JLL Editorial team with the bust of Sir Robert Sibbald whose gift of books, in
1682, started the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh’s spectacular library.



